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173 FIRE AND WATER ENGINEERING 

now being considered for the installation of 
sedimentation basins. At certain times of the 
year the preliminary filters are not in good 
condition, especially when we need them most, 
and we are obliged to use alum which takes 
out most of the turbidity. 

Morris R. Sherrerd: The actual deaths from 
typhoid fever do not show very accurately the 
efficiency of the filtration system. Frequent
ly seven or eight deaths are due to other 
causes than bad water supply. Taking this 
into account would raise the efficiency of the 
plant to 90 per cent. 

Allen Hazen: I believe the Washington, D. 
c., plant is an exception in so far as prelim
inary filters are concerned. So good has been 
the operation that there is no reason for adopt
ing chlorine. Several years ago I took the 
position that preliminary filters made relative
ly little difference in the final discharge. I be
lieve that the small particles are the ones that 
give the troub1e for they penetrate deeply into 
the filters. 

Herman Rosenstreter, of the Newark, N. J. 
water department delivered a short talk on 
the Newark water works, illustrating it with 
numerous lantern slides. It proved to be an 
instructive and very interesting discourse. 

Following is a list of members, associate 
members and guests present at the meeting 
of the New York Section of the American 
Water Works Association, held at the Hotel 
Manhattan, March 10: 

V. E. Arnold, New York; Arthur G. Archi
bald, New York; J. L. Atwell, Brooklyn; M. 
N. Baker, New York; C .  R. Bettes, Far
Rockaway, N. Y.; Charles F. Breitzke, New 
York; W. W. Brush, New York; C .  E. 
Buerger, New York; Irving C. Bull, New 
York; James M. Caird, Troy. N. Y.; James H. 
Caldwell, Troy, N. Y.; C. K. Corbin, Jersey 
City, N. ].; T. F. Cushing, Kennedy Valve 
Co., New York; Carleton E. Davis, Philadel
phia, Pa.; J. M. Diven, Troy, N. Y.; J. M .  

Diven, Jr., Norwich, N. Y.; John E. Dowd, 
New York; C. F. Drake, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Wm. 
0. Drake, Corning, N. Y.; Martin A. Dris
coll, Haverstraw, N. Y.; Fred. C. Dunlap, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; S. N. Durland, Far Rocka
way, N. Y.; Wm. L. Edwards, New York; 

D. W. French, Hackensack, N. J.; Wm. B.
Fuller, New York; J. W. Griffin, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; John H. Gregory, New York; Dr. J. Gos
lan, Newark, N. J.; Frank E. Hale, New York; 
Thomas F. Halpin, A. P. Smith Mfg. Co., 
East Orange, N. J.; 0. R. Hanks, Trenton, N. 
J . ;  Allen Hazen. New York; Edward W. 
Henry, Jersey City, N. J.; S. D. Higley 
Thomson Meter Co., New York; J. S. Hol
brook, New York; Edgar M. Hoopes, Jr., 
Wilmington, Del.; W. C. Hopper, Passaic, N. 
J.; Clinton Inglee, National Water Main 
Cleaning Co., New York; Thos. E. Irwin, New 
York; H. F. Jones, Elmira, N. Y.; C. H. 
Kennedy, New York; Geo. A. Johnson, New 
York; John Knickerbocker; Eddy Valve Co., 
Troy, N. Y.; John A. Kienle, New York; E. 

D. Kingsley,, Liquid Chlorine Co., New York;
Francis E. Longley, New York: Wm. H. 
Lyon, White Plains, N. Y.: H. B. Machen, 
New York; Prof. Wm. P. Mason, Troy, N. 
Y.; Rob"ert E. Milligan, New York; E. E. 
Miller, New York; Alex. Milne, St. Cather
ines, Ont.; Albrose Mundy. New York; Ed
ward L. Peene. Yonkers. N. Y.; Charles E. 
Pratt, New York: A. S. Purce, New York; A. 
A. Reimer, East Orange, N. J.; Alfred E. Rob
erts, New York: H .• R. Rosenstreter, Newark, 
N. J.; William Rosse. New York; E. T. Scott,
New York; E. K. Severence, New York; Fred. 
Shepperd, FIRE AND WATER ENGINEERING. New 
York; M. R. Sherrerd. Newark, N. J.; W. C. 
Sherwood, Hersey Meter Co., New York;
Joseph P. Siddons, Philadelphia, Pa.; J. Waldo 
Smith, New York: Geo. A. Soper, New York; 
G. R. Spalding, Hackens·ack. N. J.; H. P. 
Stearns, Far Rockaway. N. Y.: W. E .. Titus, 
Reisert Co., New York;' R. K. Tomlm, Jr., 
New York: Louis L. Tribus, New York; 
James H. Van Buren, New York: Lincoln Van 
Gilder, Atlantic City, N. J.; L. M. Van Loan. 
Philadelphia Pa.: Wm. H. Van Winkle, New 
York· Wm. 'H. Van Winkle. Jr .. New York; 
Fran�is C. West. Philadelphia, Pa.; John 

D. White. Wm. M. White, Allen E .. Whit
man Horace Wilson. Alan A. Wood. A. T. 
Wo�d, Thos. H. ·Wiggin. New Yo:-k City. 

St. Louis Fire Tragedy 
(Continued from Page 168.) 

"I am not going to send any living man ir. 
search of the dead while those walls reIT'ain 
as they are," said Ohief Swingley. Theretq1 Jn 
he got fourteen plug streams at work on th:! 
Fourth street side, pouring the water into the 
b'urning pile through a rent in the wall and 
making an effort to tear the bricks away frum 
the top of the wall by the pressure. A tow�r 
with four plug streams also played on this 
mass of wreckage. Two streams were in op
eration on Washington avenue, two on the 
west side and two at the Lucas avenue e·1d. 
A correspondent writing to this journal says: 

"Wlhen Engine 2 and Truck 6 reached the 
fire after a two-block run, the heat was so in
tense that it scorched the horres and the fire
men on the apparatus. At tha.t time men v:ere 
at every window in the club h,;use. while sev
eral had already jumped. vVe had no ,ha:ice 
to get a net under them, and Engine 2's crew 
was compelled to keep wetting do·Nn the fire 
escape, which was so hot that no one could 
stand near it. T.here was delay as so0n as 
the fire was discovered in p::11li11� the hook. 

The manager of the Club must have tried 
to arouse every guest before he tried to pall 
the hook. Engine 2 and Truck 6 went on a 
"still," and on their arrival the buildjng wa� 
a roaring furnace from top to bottom. Wh,!n 

Truck 13 got there a ladder· was raised· to th<! 
fire escape, then a ladder was carried through 
the adjoining building, and the firemen tried 
to ascend to vhe roof, but the ladder was wo 
short. It was theri held on -the firemen's 
shoulders while fifteen persons climbed down 
to safety. One man who climbed out of a win
dow on the sixth floor was too far away to 
be rescued, and he dropped to the pavement 
when his clothing caught fire. Had it not 
been for the watchful eye of Chief Swingley 
many of his men would !have gone into the 
building to rescue the victims, but he saw the 
walls crumbling and threatening to fall ,my 
moment." 

Tes_t of Nott Engine at Plainfield 
The Plainfield, N. J.. new Nott motor pump

ing engine was officially tested on March 14, 
under the supervision of the engineers of the 
National Board of Fire Underwriters, the 
test consisting of one hour duration through 
two 350 ft. lines of two .and one�'half-inch fire 
hose, using one and one-eighth-inch nozzle. 
At no time during the test of an hour's run 
was the water pressure below 150 pounds, 
and there was a continuous delivery of 617 
gallons from· an eight-foot lift. To show the 
engine's ab'ility in throwing large streams, an 
Eastman Deluge Set was used, and with two 
250-ft lines of hose and one and one-half
inch nozzle, showing 85 pounds at the tip, 
the stream was thrown over 200 feet and at 
a height that surprised all the city officials 
as well as the visiting Chiefs, taking into 
consideration that .the engine was only a four 
cylinder machine. The test was highly com
mented upon and the engine was immediately 
accepted and put into service. After the test 
the officials and all the visitors were invited 
by Senator Martine to participate in a ban
quet at the Hotel Waldorf given in honor of 
Chief T. 0. Doane and a celebration of the 
first motor fire engine purchased by th'e City 
of Plainfield, as well as extending good cheer 
to the visiting officials. Mayor Stewart pre
sided. Among those who honored Chief 

Doane with their presence were Chiefs 
Matthews, of Orange, N. J.; Williams, of 
Montclair, N. J.; Francis, of New Brunswick, 
N. J.; Decker, o 'f W·estfiel.d .. N. J.; McColL 
lough, of North Plainfield; N:. J.; Arnett, of.
Lambertville. N. J.; Davis, of Bayonne, N. J.; 
Brown, of Glen Ridge, N. J.; Black, of Hjgh,
Bridge, N. J.; Gerstung, of Elizabeth, N. J. 
Chief Charles Demarest of the New York Fire 

Department was also present, as well as Cqm
missioner Patterson, of Elizabeth, N. J. . Also 
Mr. Hudson and Mr. Whitney,.of the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters, under whose 
supervision the test was made in connection 
with Mr. D. A. Woodhouse, the general 

· Eastern agent of the Nott Fire Engine Com
pany, and Mr. R. C. Woodhouse, of Plain
field, N. J.

George Westinghouse 
George Westinghouse the famous inventor 

and engineer died of heart disease at his New 
York City residence on Thursday, March 12. 
His health had been failing for some time and 
consequently his death, though a great shock 
to his thousands of friends arid acquamtances 
all over the country, was nevertheless in a 
measure anticipated. The funeral was held 
Saturday afternoon at 2 o'clock, from the 
Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York 
City. The mental alertness and . wonderful 
vitality that had so characterized 1his bril
liant career remained with him to the end. 
Although actively associated with a large 
number of industries, he had during the· last 
few years begun to transfer his responsibili-

1 ties to the shoulders. of his trus_ted lieutenants, 
the fortunate selection of which has always 
been one of the leading characteristics of his 
varied career. His demise therefore will not 
cause any material change in the policy or 
operation of the companies so indelibly linked 
with t'he name Westinghouse. George West
inghouse was born at Central Brirge, Scho
harie County, . N. Y., on the 6th of October, 

GEORGE WESTINGHOUSE. 

1846. The boy attended the public and high 
schools of the town, spending much of his 
leisure time, after studies, in his father's ma
chine shop. Before he was fifteen he invented 
and made a rotary engine, and passed at an 
early age t'he examination for the position of 
Assistant Engineer in the United States· Navy. 
In June, 1863, though barely seventeen, he en
listed in tlhe Twelfth New York National 
Guard, and was discharged at the expiration of 
November of the same year, when he joined the 
Sixteenth New York Cavalry, being chosen 
corporal. He was honorably discharged in 
N ovemb·er of the following year, and a mont)1 
later accepted an appointment as Third As
sistant Engineer, United States Navy. He en
tered Union College, where he remained until 
the close of his sophomore year, and, obedient 
to his impulse toward experiment, aban
doned his classical studies and entered upon 
active life, to find a wider scope for his in
ventiv·e genius. Going to Troy, N. Y., one 
day, a delay caused by a collision between 
two freight trains suggested to Mr. Westing
house the idea that a brake under the control 
of an engineer might have prevented the ac
cident. The inventor began to think over the 
matter, and, after much further study and in
vestigation, the use of compressed. air im
pressed itself on him. The first patent was is
sued April 13, 1869, and the Westinghouse Air 
Brake Company was formed on the 20th of 
July following. The Westinghouse Com
panies employ 50,000 men on whom 150,000 
persons are dependent. The total capitaliza-

. tion of all the companies is $200,000,000. Mr. 
Westinghouse was married August 8th, 1867, 
at Brooklyn, N. Y., to Marguerite Franklin 
Walker. They had one son, George, who is a 
graduate of Yale, and was recently married 
to the Honorable Evelyn Violet Brocklebank. 
His wife and son survive him. 
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