SAVE 90% OF
BATTERY COSTS.

Get more dependable
Hand Lights with
KOEHLER Rechargeables.

COMPLY WITH
NFPA
STANDARDS

2-130 Lights &
#5520 Charger

Koehler's lights are rechargeable 500
times, 6 hours light per charge or 3,000
hours battery life. Replaces cost of

500 dry cells. Koehler's light and charger
combination costs less than 10% of 500
replacement batteries. Plus no dry cell
light is anywhere near as dependable as
Koehler Rechargeable Lights. They work
everytime at full power. Like having a
new battery for each use. Carry by hand
or hands free on a shoulder strap. Know
where your light is.

Powerful, compact, lightweight, rugged;
automatic vehicle mounted or 120 volt
chargers. Try one. You'll see why the
big switch is on to Koehler Recharge-
ables for big savings and more
dependable lights.

BATTERY
CONDITIONERS

Model 5660

. Insures starting power. Warns of battery
failure. Lengthens battery life. Prevents
battery damage. Reduces maintenance.
Solid state fully automatic battery charger
mounts permanently on vehicle. Automati-
cally senses battery candition; charges to
full capacity; then to maintenance charge.
Won't overcharge. Compensates for battery
age and condition, voltage and temperature
changes. Heavy-duty, fool-proof unit that
reduces maintenance to periodic water
level checks.

Koehler SEND FOR CATALOGS
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Chief Roy Parrish

Host chief for the USFA conference was Chief
Casper of San Francisco.

Chief Tells of Fighting MGM Fire

“It was unreal. It was like a science-
fiction movie,” Chief Roy Parrish of
Clark County, Nev., said of his first view
of the MGM Grand Hotel in Las Vegas
as he responded to the fire there that
took 84 lives.

Of these, 18 died on the first floor, six
others died in elevators and one woman
fell to her death while sliding a rope.

“We did not have three people who
jumped to their deaths,” Parrish
stated.

Elevators were never used for fire
fighting and rescue operations, he said.
Stairs, ladders, elevating platforms and
helicopters were used to rescue people
and a welder’s basket was comman-
deered by a worker who rescued 25 per-
sons.

The initial phone call on the fire was
received by the Clark County Fire De-
partment at 7:17 a.m. last Nov. 21. A
second alarm was struck and also mu-
tual aid was supplied by the Las Vegas,
Boulder City, North Las Vegas, Nellis
Air Force Base and Henderson Fire
Departments.

Master streams used

Dripping plastic, intense heat and
flames kept fire fighters from entering
the casino, now fully involved in fire,
until flames sweeping the extensive
canopy over the exterior entrance had
been beaten back. Master stream ap-
pliances were used effectively, Parrish
commented.

By 8:30 a.m., the fire was under con-
trol, the Clark County chief said, al-
though “total evacuation of the building
was not accomplished until about 12
noon.” He said that evacuation of the
hotel rooms was complicated by the
movement of some guests to floors that
had previously been searched and
cleared.

Parrish praised the effectiveness of
automatic sprinklers, which were only in
certain parts of the hotel. Three
sprinkler heads at the entrance to the
showroom area kept out flames in the
casino and sprinklers also protected the

arcade from an invasion of fire from the
casino, the chief reported.

Parrish commented that in all areas
where “sprinkler systems were installed,
the fire was stopped in its tracks.” He
said the fire started in the Deli and
quickly spread to the casino, which was
not protected by sprinklers.

Speaking on the EMS aspects of the
MGM fire, Mike Olsen of the National
Fire Administration said that “a single
location fire can have all the elements of
a disaster,” but most plans don’t con-
sider a single location disaster. He re-
ported that “the deaths and injuries
continue to be from products of com-
bustion.” At the MGM Grand Hotel,
there were deaths more than 20 floors
above the fire in the casino.

Because of the need, two triage areas
were set up and this, Olsen said, was a
lesson to be learned. Fortunately, Clark
County school buses, used to transport
fire victims, were equipped with two-
way radios and the fire occurred at the
time of shift change in both the hospital
and fire department, so extra personnel
was available. O O

Gordon Vickery, USFA administrator whofé
signed Feb. 5, tells conference session he 9%
“a clean bill of health’" after a mild transcl€
coronary ischemia on the Friday beforé f
conference that put him in a hospital until
final day of the conference.




